
We found out in April, 2001 that we pre-
vailed in the multiple offer situation to pur-
chase the house, but we agreed to let the 
previous owner stay until September 7, 
2001 before we closed on the property.  
 
In the meantime we packed things up in 
our old house and prepared to move and 
Kathy started to watch some of HGTV’s 
programs about colors etc.  
 
When we did close on the house, our first 
task —before we even moved-in, was to 
rebuild the first floor bathroom  which had 
a significant mold problem.   
 
We knew that the house had 3 roof leaks, 
but in early October of 2001, we had a 
heavy rain which exposed a fourth roof 
leak.  That one was in the bathroom that 
was being renovated. It washed down the 
new sheet rock.  Since our roofer wasn’t 
going to be able to come until November, we just put up a blue-tarp and then went and removed the damaged ceiling and 
started over. 

• Put in all new plumbing.  

• Refoofed the entire house architectural shingles.  

• De-energized the knob and tube wiring and replaced it all with new electric 
along with a 200 amp service panel.  

• Converted the heating fuel from oil to natural gas and put in a modern Lenox, 
95% efficient furnace.  

• Replaced most of the windows with Pella Architectural Series top of the line 
windows with individual 6 over 6 panes on each sash.  

• Painted the entire house and original shutters with 3 colors from Benjamin 
Moore’s paints historic color pallet.  

• Added a small bathroom with a shower into both upstairs bedrooms. 

• Replaced the 1 x 6 pine subfloors in the upstairs bedrooms with locally sawn 
red oak tongue and groove.  

• Put on wooden garage door that looks like swinging doors.  

• Repaved the driveway 

• With the assis-
tance of a “Period 

Gardener” we replaced all outdoor plants with a proper 
garden, circa 1860s.  

• Replaced the kitchen cabinets and countertops. Installed 
new appliances.  

• Removed wall to wall carpet from the living and dining 
rooms and redid the oak hardwood floors. 

• Changed the backroom into an office/den/ laundry center.  

• Insulated the entire house through the program by   
MassSave. 

 
After all that the city awarded us their Historic Preservation 
Award and a couple of weeks after that, producers from HGTV 
called us to be on one of their fixer-upper shows.   
 
That took eight hours to film, but the final product distilled 

down to a five minute video.  Link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_ceVsdDI7M&t=12s   

 

The house was badly run down and greenery was taking over. 

What we did during the renovation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_ceVsdDI7M&t=12s

